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Kumamoto, Japan







Japan’s
Educational System

EXAM #1 – 15 year olds

EXAM #2 – 18 year olds



High School Entrance Exams –
Kumamoto Prefecture

1. Daiichi Kotogakko

2. Daini Kotogakko

3. Tamana Kotogakko (Girls Only)

Bottom: Yushinkan High School



Fergus High School
Lewistown, MT



C.R. Anderson Middle School



How does all of this relate to 
assessment today?

•Early Career

•Transformation

•Where I’m at today…



Early Career – Fergus High

• TESTING

• 33 M/C Questions, 3 pts. Each.

• 1 pt. for name/period.

• 100 points total.

• Hole punch answers to create an overlay.

• Scantrons

• Memorize, right/wrong... Move on (and forget 
most of the material)



The Masters Experience

• James Madison Fellow, Class of 2000

• Year Leave of Absence

• First at UM under Dr. Jim Lopach, Dr. Mike Laslovich, and so 
many others…

• Then at Georgetown, wrestling with the positions of the 
Federalists and the Anti-Federalists and the forming of our 
nation.

• What did I think? What did I believe? Why?



Philosophy Evolved…

• Develop skills to gather information.

• Posit an assertion.

• Back that assertion up with textual evidence.

• Effectively communicate your ideas in written and oral form.



What is Assessment Doing for 
Montana’s Students?
• Assessment today demands that students collect, synthesize, 

summarize, and draw conclusions from multiple sources or 
perspectives.

• Students can no longer settle for the ‘right answer.’

• How students frame the answer has become increasingly 
important.
• Ie., 10-Word Summary

• The pace of change may not be as fast as some would like to 
see, but the focus of instruction is shifting.

• We no longer need to memorize information available on our 
phones daily. We need to develop skills that allow young 
people to come to their own conclusions and understand why.

• We see this change in any number of academic subjects.



Is this more than just English 
and Math?

•Absolutely!!



Non-scientific Case Example

• 3 English classes, same instructor.

• 2 classes have science courses that 
emphasize annotating and writing 
summaries of current scientific topics 
(Science Journals, NPR, etc.).

• 1 class is learning in a more traditional 
“read the article and answer the 
questions” fashion.

• Both are getting master 
teaching/content. But…



STAR Reading Test Results
Sept. ‘16 to Jan. ’17

Standard
Score

Class 1
(23 of 25 students)

Class 2 (23 of 
23 Students)

Class 3 (24 of 
24 Students)

09/09/2016 997 903 956

01/11/2017 1040 960 925

Change +43 +57 -31

YES YES Science Class
Incorporating 
Annotations/S

ummaries



Check 
this 
out!



… which 
becomes 
this!



In Social Studies:

• Case studies of urban sprawl in North America related back to 
challenges facing our community with growth.

• Debating the future of the Great Lakes: The Boomers vs. The 
Doomers.

• Amazon Rainforests – balancing competing interests.
• Spatial Inequality in Mexico City… haves and have-nots.
• Wall Map of Our State!
• Cross-Curricular Local History Project.

• Annotating
• Summarizing/organizing
• Concept mapping and writing
• Publishing and Filming...

• Whether it is through field experiences or within the classroom, we 
are focused on developing skills within our students to learn and 
express themselves!
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Mapping 
Activities…



Challenge: 
Where?



Challenge: 
Where?



Mapping Challenge



“The Joys of Testing”


